Idaho Catholic Appeal helps CCI fulfill mission

Marie Hoff, Catholic Chari-
ties of Idaho executive direc-
tor, has a doctorate in social
welfare and over 30 years of
experience in the social ser-
vice field. She is enthused
aboutherjoband isvery happy
that the Diocese of Boise has
established this support min-
istry, which exists in almost
every diocese in the country.

Hoff helped give birth to
Catholic Charities of Idaho,
whichbegan services inldaho
in the summer of 2001. Since
then, the agency has worked
toestablish services that ben-
efit people across the state.

Some of the services
Catholic Charities of Idaho is
providingincludes counseling
for children, youth, adults,
married couples, and others
who could not otherwise af-
ford assistance, classes to
help parents cope with the
challenge of parentingin these
difficult times and after school
programs in Catholic and pub-
lic schools to help youth suc-
ceed academically and so-
cially.

Catholic Charities of Idaho

has an outreach program for
the frail elderly and

homebound and assists immi-
grants to become citizens or
legal residents or be reunited
with their families.
Ministering to those af-

fected by abortion through
Project Rachel and joining in
cooperative efforts with other
organizations to respond to
social problems like domestic
violence and suicide are also
partofCatholic Charitieswork.

Marie Hoff, Catholic Charities of Idaho executive director
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Twootherimportant Catho-
lic Charities efforts are work-
ing withldaho parishes to pro-
vide social ministry to people
in crisis and helping parishes
get involved in social justice
advocacy with the legislature.
“The mission of Catholic

Charities of Idaho is to be the |
hands and the voice of the
Catholic Church reaching out
with healing and response to
people’s social and personal
needs,” said Hoff. “We are also
avoicefor thechurchin build-
ing the Kingdom of God by
creating a socially just soci- |
ety. The Idaho Catholic Ap-
peal helps make the fulfillment
of that mission possible.”

The Idaho Catholic Appeal
will kick off in the Diocese of
Boise, Feb. 20.




